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Based in DuPage County Jail, JUST gets
as close as it can to the people it helps
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‘A church behmd the walls’
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Whon Rose, 3, the executive director of JUST
(.Justlte, Understanding, Service and Teaching) of
DuPage, first mests her clients, many have pone
through rehab ot the jall and are “thinking clanrty fur
the first time n s very long time,” she said,

“It sexms like every week [ hear ot least one inmais
sy thery mre gratefiol that they ended up in jail becayse
they wouldn't have walked irnto mehab on their own
‘I‘haymﬁdmpuhuchummmnum.“mlﬂ
Rose, an Ohjo native who settled in the Chicago area
after gradusting from Wheaton College. She has bean
director of JUST since :

"They get n chance to reimagine their lives. At JUST

raditressing overy aspect of a person, wears ying to
give them resouroes (o make & true change, & lasting
change that will affect all of the parts of their ves [Vsa
holistic spproach (o thelr recovery” Rose sajd,

JUST was egtablishod in 1905 as an inltiative of the
Catholie Dioeese of Joled. The 0 frst
director wis Slster Jusnits Ujcik, 8 Roman Catholic
nun whiose 1ife's work is jail mintstry and eriminsl
josthee veform. JUST |s funded by county government
grants, private foundatioss, churches and individuals,
and has offices in the county jail building,

The organization employvs four full-thne stalT mom-
bers and endists more than 100 volunteers to carry out
its work. Volunteers teach computer skills, English as
m second languege, relapse prevention, aod porenting

“T want to
challenge the
assumption
that because
someone
spends time
in jail, they
are worse
than other

peaple.”

= Annie Rose, abowve.
executive director of
JUST of DuPage
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Sheriff's Department by being in the jail Is making
sure that all the inmates’ religious iare
tended to. i someone 15 Muslim and they nesd fo sttend
a Muslim worship service, we make sure that is dona, I
someone needs @ copy af the Torah, we arm the group
that mukes sure they ged it,” Rose said,

Rose hersedl his a master's degres in divinity and
wints 1o be ordalned In the Preshyterian Chorch,
During & job search last year, she saw the opening of
JUST and, during an interview, 8 bowd member
pointed out that she would still be the pastor of n
church, birt at the jail, “it's a church bebrind the walls"

The population at the DuPage County Jail is maone
thary 90 pererit male. Inmevtes range o e from 17 (o 70
years all. Some Inmates stay anly one night, while
others are Incarcerated for years as they mwnit trinl,
serve time aflir failing to post bowd, or serve their
BETIE TR,

Aboot 20 percent of the inmates wse JUST s sarvices,
Hose said. riraiing in the jail libraey or commen areas
and diodnig homework between class sessions,

Heward Keltner is a 28-year vateran of the sherifls
office and =orves as the jafl's chiof of soreection, His
stall helps fecilitate the iInmates” participation in JUST
programsa by taking them from one aren of the jadl to
ano

“We are hugely gratoful to JUST becnuse it does a lot
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